212        THE OXFORD MOVEMENT       CHAP.

though it could not decide everything. This view
of the "prophetical office of the Church" had the
dialectical disadvantage of appearing to he a com-
promise, to many minds a fatal disadvantage, it got
the name of the Via Media \ a satisfactory one to
practical men like Dr. Hook, to whom it recom-
mended itself for use in popular teaching; but to
others, in aftertimes, an ill-sounding phrase of dislike,
which summed up the weakness of the Anglirun rase;,
Yet it only answered to the certain fact, that in the
early and undivided Church there was such a tiling
as authority, and there was no such thing known as
Infallibility. It was an appeal to the farts of history
and human nature against the logical exigencies of
a theory. Men must transcend the conditions of our
experience if they want the certainty which tin; theory
of Infallibility speaks of.

There were especially two weak points in this virw
of Anglicanism. Mr. Newman felt and admitted
them, and of course they were forced on his attention
by controversialists on both sides; by the Ultra
Protestant school, whose modes of dealing with
Scripture he had exposed with merciless logic, ant!
by the now eager Roman disputants, of whom Dr.
Wiseman was the able and not over-scrupulous rhtrf,
The first of these points was that the authority of thr
undivided Church, which Anglicanism invoked, though
it completely covered the great foundations of Chris-
tian doctrine, our faith as to the nature of God, did
not cover with equal completeness other important